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Abstract 

This essay examines the transformative potential of South-South collaboration between Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa 
by highlighting the critical role of Yoruba heritage in the development of cultural, economic, and philosophical 
connections. The discourse here is a genuine representation of the Yoruba people's enduring influence on the Brazil's 
cultural, religious, and social identity, as evidenced by a shared colonial history that has been enriched by transatlantic 
interactions over the course of centuries. It provides a demonstration of how these collaborations can stimulate mutual 
development and innovation by addressing critical areas such as cultural diplomacy and economic partnerships in 
creative industries, religious tourism, and linguistic exchange. It also underscores the significance of leveraging Brazil's 
technological expertise and agribusiness advancements to assist the natural resources and emerging digital economy 
of Sub-Saharan Africa. This paper situates the collaboration within the philosophical domain of equity, reciprocity, and 
collective empowerment, which challenges North-South paradigms, in addition to the imperatives of economic 
advantage.  In this view, Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa have the potential to redefine the new global development 
paradigm by leveraging their cultural pride in partnership with one another, which is motivated by sustainable 
innovation that is designed to create a more equitable and inclusive global order.  

Keywords:  South-South Cooperation; Yoruba Heritage; Cultural Diplomacy; Brazil–Africa Relations; Decolonial 
Development; Sustainable Innovation  

1. Introduction

Indisputably, a shift in global political and economic dynamics are becoming increasingly evident as the 21st century 
progresses: emerging economies, which are frequently referred to as the Global South, are gaining strength and 
reshaping the architecture of international relations and global development. South-South collaborations are a critical 
mechanism for the promotion of development and innovation in the Global South. One such relationship is the historical 
and cultural relationship between Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa, which is facilitated by the Yoruba language, culture, 
and religion. These relationships have evolved from the transatlantic slave trade into an engaging exchange of cultural 
practices and ideas. The consolidation of such alliances would not only pay tribute to this shared heritage, but also 
provide opportunities for both partners to develop and innovate in contemporary societies. South-South partnerships, 
which are currently a highly favoured method for economic development, innovation, and even the disruption of the 
North-South paradigms that have persisted for centuries, emphasize partnerships among developing nations in the 
Southern Hemisphere. This essay investigates the transformative potential of South-South collaborations, with a 
particular emphasis on the Brazil-Sub-Saharan Africa connection, which is characterized by both economic pressures 
and philosophical underpinnings.  
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In this essay, I contend that Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa are at a critical juncture by examining the historical 
dimension, the cultural fusion, economic incentives, philosophical dimensions, policy implications, and long-term future 
of this collaboration. Their partnership may not only guarantee them a more prosperous future, but it may also redefine 
the norms and values that underpin global development. This relationship is more significant than its economic value, 
as it signifies that the principles of equity, reciprocity, and collective empowerment become the propelling forces of 
development in this world.  

2. Common Legacies and Historical Context  

The relationship between Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa is profoundly rooted in the shared colonial past and socio-
cultural exchange that have developed over the centuries of interaction across the Atlantic. In the colonial era, the forced 
migration of Africans to Brazil resulted in a cultural, linguistic, and demographic connection that continues to exist in 
both regions to this day. The Afro-Brazilian community in Brazil, with its robust traditions, languages, and cultural 
practices, serves as a living testament to these historical connections and forges a connection between the two regions. 
The Yoruba people, who originate from present-day Nigeria, Benin, and Togo, were among the African communities that 
were forcibly transported to Brazil during the transatlantic slave trade. Despite the traumatic conditions of 
displacement, the Yoruba maintained and practiced their language, culture, and religious practices, which had a 
profound impact on Brazilian society. 

2.1. The role of Yoruba culture in South-South Collaborations 

Yoruba culture has become a tangible component of South-South-related national identity, particularly through its 
spiritual, musical, and culinary traditions. Yoruba descendants in Brazil have preserved and celebrated their heritage, 
which is a vital component of the country's diverse cultural heritage, despite the historical trauma of enslavement 
(Falola 2001). This heritage has significantly influenced the cultural, religious, and social landscape of Brazil, 
particularly in regions such as Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and São Paulo. The Yoruba influence in Brazil provides a compelling 
case study for the promotion of South-South collaborations by leveraging shared cultural heritage. The following are 
some of the key areas in which these ties can promote innovation and development:  

• Cultural Diplomacy and Exchange- Brazil may be able to establish mutual comprehension and solidarity with 
Sub-Saharan Africa by employing cultural diplomacy rooted in the Yoruba heritage. For example, Hannerz 
(1992) posits that these connections can be further fortified through academic exchanges and the inception of 
activities such as collaborative productions and festival organization. For instance, the global South cultural 
narrative may be positively impacted by the increased recognition of Yoruba-inspired art and music.   

• Economic Partnerships in Creative Industries- Partnerships that are founded on Yoruba aesthetics and 
narrative traditions have the potential to improve the creative industries in Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa, such 
as film, music, and fashion. It is true that each of the platforms present in Nigeria and in the media landscape of 
Brazil presents opportunities for collaborative ventures that can captivate audiences throughout the South.  

• Pilgrimage and Religious Tourism- Religious tourism opportunities are presented by the prevalent Yoruba 
religious heritage. The pilgrimage routes that connect Candomblé centers in Brazil to sacrosanct sites of Yoruba 
land in Nigeria can foster religious and economic exchange and interaction (Matory 2005). Simultaneously, this 
will aid in the preservation and propagation of the Yoruba cultural heritage worldwide. In these countries, 
Yoruba culture serves as a testament to the tenacity and capacity of the Yoruba people, thereby becoming an 
integral component of the Afro-diasporic identity throughout the Americas.  

• Yoruba Deities and Candomblé- Perhaps the most significant Yoruba contribution to Brazil is in the realm of 
religion. Candomblé, an Afro-Brazilian religion, is derived from the spiritual traditions of the Yoruba people. It 
is a form of worship that honours deities; otherwise, it is referred to as orixás, which corresponds to the Yoruba 
deities, orishas, who are each associated with natural forces and human characteristics.  

The following are notable Yoruba deities that are worshipped in Brazil:  

• Ogun: The deity of war and iron. He is regarded as a protector and is invoked in the majority of ceremonies that 
necessitate fortitude and resistance.  

• Sango, also known as Xangô in Brazil, is the deity of justice, lighting, and thunder. During Brazilian Candomblé 
rituals, the double axe and other Sango symbols are significant.  

• Esu is a messenger deity and the guardian of crossroads, known as Exú in Brazil. Candomblé reflects the role of 
Esu as a mediator who transmits between the divine and human domains, despite the fact that she is 
misinterpreted by many.  
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• Yemanjá, also known as Yemoja in Nigeria, is the sea deity and mother. During the New Year in Brazil, Yemanjá 
is held in high regard, and devotees make offerings on the beach during this period.  

• Oya, the goddess of winds, hurricanes, and transformation, is a powerful figure who symbolizes resilience and 
change. In Brazil, she is referred to as Iansã.  

In order to preserve Yoruba cosmology and foster a sense of community and identity among practitioners, these gods 
and deities are instrumental in the performance of rituals, music, and dances. 

Influence of Language and Linguistics- Brazilian Portuguese is also influenced by the Yoruba language, notably in 
regions such as Bahia, where Afro-Brazilian communities are believed to have concentrated. In contexts that pertain to 
religion, cuisine, and music, common Brazilians resort to borrowing words from Yoruba (Verger 1995).  

For example,  

• Axé is a syncretized term for energy or power that is used as a salutation or to express goodwill, originating 
from the Yoruba language. 

• Ogun, the Yoruba deity, is associated with industry, iron, and warfare. Employed in both spiritual and cultural 
contexts.  

• Xangô: The Brazilian denomination of Sango, the deity of thunder and lightning, is frequently invoked in rituals 
by the Yoruba people.  

• Obá: The Yoruba god's name is also used to define "king" or "leader," which signifies respect and authority.  
• Orixá: Which is derived from the Yoruba term "oríšhà" and represents the spirits or divinities of Candomblé.  

The Yoruba culture's resilience and fortitude are exemplified by these words in the Brazilian linguistic landscape.  
 
Cultural Exchange: Dance and Music- Brazilian music and dance forms, including capoeira and samba, have been 
significantly influenced by Yoruba culture. Samba, a significant aspect of Brazilian identity, incorporates melodies and 
instruments from the Yoruba traditions. Capoeira is a martial art that integrates dance, agility, and music, thereby 
embodying the Yoruba cultural principles of integrating physical expression with spiritual and communal values 
(Hannerz, 1992).  

Academic and Linguistic Initiatives- The development of standardized educational curricula for the study of Yoruba 
would facilitate intellectual exchange. Eliminating linguistic divides that would foster relationships of greater proximity 
could be achieved by offering courses in Yoruba languages in African and Portuguese in Brazilian university structures.  
 
Utilizing Common Patrimony to Foster Creativity- Yoruba heritage is not solely a legacy item; it has the potential to 
inspire innovation. As illustrated in the following:  

Technology and Digital Platforms: The development of digital platforms to document and disseminate Yoruba traditions 
has the potential to inspire innovative concepts in the fields of education and cultural preservation. These platforms 
have the potential to facilitate virtual cultural exchanges, language instruction, and the narration of their history and 
tradition.  

Sustainability and Traditional Knowledge: The introduction of sustainable practices in Brazil can be achieved by 
utilizing Yoruba traditional practices in herbal medicine and farm-based livelihoods. Their knowledge systems can be 
modified to accommodate contemporary requirements through collaborative research.  

The Yoruba heritage is a vibrant and diverse aspect of the African diaspora in all of these. It is a testament to the Yoruba 
people's cultural ingenuity and resilience in maintaining their traditions in the face of enslavement and forced 
migration. The Yoruba culture's influence extends beyond Brazil, influencing Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago, and other 
regions, fostering even greater collaboration.  

Santería, or Regla de Ocha, is the most prevalent religion of Yoruba origin in Cuba. This religion combines the Catholic 
faith with Yoruba practices, resulting in the confluence of Catholic saints and Yoruba orishas. The religious rituals and 
ceremonies also preserve the language of the Yoruba, which is referred to as Lucumí in Cuba. The batá drum is a 
fundamental feature of Yoruba worship in Santería, particularly in percussion and performance. Orishas are invoked 
and honored during rituals through the use of dances. The culinary influences of Yoruba are also evident in Afro-Cuban 
dishes such as fufu de plátano, which is similar to the West African dish fufu.  
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In Trinidad and Tobago, the Orisha religion, also known as Shango, is a direct descendant of Yoruba spirituality, with 
respect to spiritual baptism and Orisha worship. It demonstrates the worship of Yoruba deities and integrates Christian 
elements. The cultural manifestations of music and festivals in Trinidad are deeply rooted in Shango drumming and 
performances. Once more, the music and masquerades of Carnival are heavily influenced by Yoruba traditions. The 
Yoruba descendants in Trinidad and Tobago have established cultural associations that are community-based. These 
associations are significant in the dissemination of Yoruba heritage through cultural activities and education.  
 
The following are the steps to completely utilize the potential of Yoruba heritage for South-South collaborations:  

• Institutional Support: Governments should establish bilateral agreements to facilitate the development of 
cultural and academic exchange programs that revolve around the Yoruba heritage. 

• Infrastructure and Financing: Private sector actors and international organizations should allocate resources 
to initiatives that encourage collaborations that are inspired by Yoruba culture.  

• Community engagement: In order to ensure the sustainability of collaborative endeavors over an extended 
period, it is essential to involve grassroots organizations and community leaders in the planning and execution 
of shared projects. For instance, the Brazilian Quarters historical sites have been maintained by the Brazil 
returnees in Lagos for generations. The community is in constant collaboration with Brazilian cultural 
organizations and the Brazilian embassy in Lagos, organizing exchange programs and workshops that 
emphasize the historical connections between the two countries.  

2.2. South-South Cooperation and the Legacy of Colonialism 

Underdevelopment, economic dependency, and imbalanced power dynamics were the results of colonial exploitation, 
which obstructed the development trajectories of Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa in their pursuit of economic self-
sufficiency (Rodney, 1972; Amin, 1974). This is a fact that must be acknowledged; it serves as the foundation for a 
sincere partnership that is characterized by respect, empathy, and a dedication to overcoming the legacy of colonial 
inequality (Santos, 2014). Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa could establish a new chapter in their relationship by engaging 
in South-South collaborations that are founded on cooperation, support, and shared endeavors to achieve prosperity 
(Nkrumah, 1965). 

As I have stated earlier in this paper, Sub-Saharan Africa and Brazil share a common colonial history that was influenced 
by the Portuguese Empire (Thornton, 1998). They were able to establish a transatlantic network to transport millions 
of Africans into servitude in Brazil, as a result of their colonial ambitions in the Americas and Africa. Currently, it is the 
largest transatlantic slavery trade center; this period is estimated to have transported approximately 4.9 million 
Africans over the course of more than four centuries, with a significant contribution from West and Central Africa and 
into Brazil (Eltis & Richardson, 2010).  

It encompassed more than just the slave trade in Sub-Saharan Africa. The Portuguese were to impose colonial systems 
of exploitation on the colonies of Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau (Davidson, 1992). These systems included 
the exploitation of natural resources and labour-intensive exploitation, with the objective of remitting money to the 
metropole (Rodney, 1972). The economy of local government was disrupted by these colonial systems, which were in 
conflict with traditional governance models, resulting in underdevelopment. This history is the reason why certain 
African countries continue to grapple with issues related to economic disparities and political imbalances to this day 
(Amin, 1974; Nkrumah, 1965). 

Brazil's society was significantly stratified as a result of the slave trade and colonial authority. They primarily worked 
in the sectors of agriculture, mining, and construction, which contributed to economic development. However, they 
were denied their fundamental human rights. Despite the abolition of slavery in 1888, the offspring of subjugated 
Africans were still subjected to systemic discrimination and marginalization, which reflect the socio-economic 
disparities that are prevalent in Brazil (Reis, 1993). 

It has shared colonial histories, which establish a foundation for ongoing cultural and linguistic connections. The Afro-
Brazilian culture, which includes practices such as Candomblé, capoeira, and samba, is distinguished by its resilience in 
the face of the African tradition that spans the Atlantic. Conversely, the African continent continues to be influenced by 
the Portuguese language, which is the official language in numerous former colonies. This will provide a long-standing 
cultural connection between the two regions (Thornton 1998). 

It is crucial to comprehend this historical context in order to address the repercussions of colonialism and pinpoint 
potential areas for collaboration. Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa are able to collaborate in the promotion of equitable 
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development and the redefining of their positions in a post-colonial, interconnected world as a result of the shared 
experiences of exploitation, resilience, and cultural exchange (South Centre 2014).  

Strategic Interests and Economic Imperatives- The economic justification for further enhancing cooperation between 
Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa is both robust and multidimensional. Complementary resources and economic assets are 
present in both regions, which, when effectively leveraged, could result in substantial growth and sustainable 
development. Brazil's strengths include infrastructural development, renewable energy, biotechnology, and 
agribusiness, while Sub-Saharan Africa boasts a swiftly expanding technological ecosystem, minerals, and agricultural 
potential.  

Food Security and Agribusiness-  A core aspect of the relationship, agriculture is a significant sector for both regions 
and contains tremendous potential. Sub-Saharan Africa, where food insecurity remains a significant challenge, could 
significantly benefit from Brazil's expertise in agricultural technology, crop management, and food production. This is 
an account of how the fruitful Cerrado region was transformed from virtually useless to a valuable resource for Brazil. 
A comparable, replicable case is also presented in these regions of Africa. The implementation of sustainable agriculture 
technologies that increase crop yields while minimizing the detrimental nature of post-harvest losses and generally 
improve food security in African regions could be facilitated by this type of cooperation in agribusiness. Shared research 
endeavors can be directed toward the development of climate-resilient crops that are customized to the requirements 
of both regions, thereby fostering a sustainable and productive food system.   

Environmental Sustainability and Renewable Energy-  Brazil is the global champion in renewable energy, which 
encompasses biofuels, hydroelectric power, and solar energy. This presents Sub-Saharan Africa with substantial 
opportunities, as it has not yet fully leveraged its renewable energy resources. Africa provides numerous African nations 
with access to solar light and extensive riverside systems that can be utilized for generation purposes (UNESCO 2013). 
By generating a supply of renewable energy, cooperation with Brazil enables African nations to rapidly advance toward 
low carbon and reduce the country's reliance on fossil fuels. This investment will not only serve as an effective means 
of mitigating the effects of climate change, but it will also result in the creation of employment, cost savings on energy 
consumption, and improved energy security in both regions. It has the potential to facilitate the development of green 
technology through collaborative ventures, technology transfer, and capacity building. This will make a significant 
contribution to the realization of the world's environmental objectives. 

Technological Innovation and the Digital Economy- Sub-Saharan Africa is currently experiencing a digital 
transformation, which is being driven by the proliferation of mobile technology, finance innovations, and a thriving 
startup ecosystem. By utilizing Brazil's technological expertise and digital infrastructure expertise, both regions can 
collaborate to develop technologies that address local challenges in health care, financial inclusion, and digital 
education. The fintech sector, which is at the forefront of advances in mobile money and digital payments in the African 
nations of Nigeria, Kenya, and South Africa, would benefit from a partnership with Brazilian technology firms that have 
a wealth of experience in software development and financial services. The co-creation of innovative solutions that 
accommodate to the requirements of underrepresented populations, boost economic participation, and stimulate 
inclusive development will be the result of such cross-regional collaboration.  

Philosophical Dimensions: A Transition to Mutual Empowerment- Beyond economic advantages, the philosophical 
implications of collaboration between Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa are deeper. This partnership is founded on the 
principles of solidarity, equity, and shared destiny, which challenge the conventional North-South development model 
that perpetuates dependency and inequality.  

Decolonization and Post-Colonialism in Development- Consequently, this partnership is a collective post-colonial 
endeavor to decolonize development narratives. For an excessively extended period, development has been depicted as 
a one-way process, in which the North is perceived as providing the South with knowledge, technology, and assistance. 
Nevertheless, South-South cooperation is horizontally equal in terms of the exchange of knowledge, technology, and 
resources between both parties and within diversified institutional structures that respect autonomy and agency.  

The philosophical impact of these partnerships would be the ability to provide developing nations with a sense of 
empowerment and control as they project their development trajectories. Brazil, in collaboration with Sub-Saharan 
Africa, can identify development pathways that align with their values, cultures, and priorities, thereby averting 
prescriptions from abroad that may not align with their future aspirations. 

Rewriting Global Hierarchies- Additionally, South-South collaborations present the opportunity to reevaluate global 
power structures by establishing a more equitable and inclusive international system. The Brazil-Sub-Saharan Africa 
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alliance is not merely an economic strategy; it is also a political statement that is aimed at reshaping global governance. 
This alliance promotes a multipolar world order in which emergent economies have a greater influence on decision-
making processes, thereby challenging the hegemony of established nations and Bretton Woods institutions.  Brazil and 
Sub-Saharan Africa will serve as pioneers for other developing nations by advocating for sustainable development and 
innovative technologies through inclusive growth models. Consequently, it is evident that such genuine and significant 
advancements must be tailored to their requirements. This philosophical perspective redefines development success as 
the implementation of strategies that are more context-specific, culturally pertinent, and sustainable, rather than the 
importation of western industrial models.  

Strategic Pathways and Policy Implications- The complete potential of Brazil-Sub-Saharan Africa collaborations would 
be realized through the strategic policy frameworks, which would facilitate cross-regional investments, technology 
exchange, and institutional partnership. In other words, it is anticipated that the regional governments and their 
policymakers will implement policies that promote trade agreements, reduce tariffs, and establish favourable 
conditions for foreign direct investments.  

Investing in Research and Education- This entails the allocation of resources to education, research, and innovation 
within these partnerships. The development of a workforce that is capable of propelling technological and industrial 
growth can be significantly influenced by joint educational programs, scholarships, and exchange programs. Knowledge 
systems that are indigenous and innovative solutions that are pertinent to both Brazil and Africa may result from 
research collaborations between Brazilian and African universities. To prepare the next generation to lead future 
collaborative projects, it will be crucial to implement initiatives that emphasize science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM). The emphasis on human capital development will guarantee that South-South collaborations are 
sustainable and continue to develop in response to emergent global challenges.  

Strengthened Diplomatic and Political Connections- To cultivate an environment that is conducive to collaboration, it is 
imperative to fortify political and diplomatic relationships. It is possible to establish a transparent and accountable 
framework for cooperation through high-level dialogues, bilateral summits, and intergovernmental agreements. Brazil 
and Sub-Saharan African nations can collectively advocate for a more just and equitable international order by 
harmonizing their foreign policies and development strategies.  

3. Conclusion  

The embracing and expansion of a shared history of the Yoruba legacy in Brazil can open up new opportunities for 
development and innovation in Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa. The Global South will not only honor its shared history 
through cultural diplomacy, creative industries, and academia, but also forge a more prosperous and integrated future.  
 
South-South collaborations between Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa have the immense potential to stimulate innovation 
and growth, and their true significance extends beyond these economic metrics. This partnership is fundamentally a 
philosophical movement that is aimed at a reordered global order that prioritizes equity, collective empowerment, and 
decolonizing development paradigms. Brazil and Sub-Saharan Africa have the potential to establish a new narrative of 
development that challenges the North-South axis dominance and serves as an inspiring example for the Global South 
by taking advantage of their shared history, complementary resources, and technological potential.  

By doing so, these regions will accomplish considerably more than mere innovation and sustainable growth. It is the 
view that the enhancement of Brazil-Sub-Saharan Africa collaboration is not merely a strategic economic necessity. 
Rather, it is a philosophical endeavor that has the potential to transform the world and realize a vision of a more 
inclusive and equitable future. 
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