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Abstract 

Ichthyofaunal diversity is good indicator of aquatic ecosystem. A diversity of fishes represents the balanced ecosystem. 
By taking this into consideration the ichthyofaunal diversity of Banshelki dam is studied during present investigation. 
The Banshelki Dam spread over area about 2290 m. The Dam is old and constructed on Manmod river. Total 20 species 
of fishes belonging to 13 genera, 06 families and 05 orders were identified from the Dam. The order cypriniformes was 
dominant among fishes. 
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1. Introduction

Fishes are aquatic animals, adapted for aquatic life. Fresh water bodies comprises with variety of fish species. Human 
being uses fishes for many purposes. Many people are suffering from hunger and malnutrition, for whom fishes are rich 
source of food with nutritional value. Fishes have formed an important item of human diet from time immemorial and 
are caught for this purpose. (Sarwade and Khillare, 2010), In order to maintain sustainable development and stability 
of ecosystem, surveillance of fish faunal diversity of water bodies is needed. The workers like Kumble and Reddi (2012), 
Kharat et.al. (2012), Galib et. al (2013), Chandrashekhar (2014) and many more have contributed in the field of fish 
faunal diversity. Present study is attempt to study the Ichthyofaunal diversity of Banshelki Dam.  

2. Material and Methods

The present investigation on Ichthyofauna is carried out on the Banshelki Dam from June 2009 to May 2010. The 
capacity of the Dam is 107.24 million cubic meters. The length and depth of this Dam is 2290 and 800 meter respectively. 
The catchment area of Dam is 22 sq.km. The dam is beneficial to Udgir city and remote area. The fishes from the Dam 
were collected with the help of local fishermen. The collected fishes were brought to laboratory, cleaned with rectified 
spirit and preserved in 10% Formalin. The fishes were identified by standard keys of Day (1878), Jayram (1981), Talwar 
and Jhingaran (1991) and (2005). 

3. Result and Discussion

During present investigation 80 species of fishes belonging to 05 orders and 05 families were identified. (Table no.1) 
The family Cyprinidae was dominant among others. Total 08 species of fishes were observed belongs to order 
Cyprinifromes and family Cyorinidae. Fresh water carps are included in this order. The second order observed was 
silunformes, total 03 species were observed from this order. 
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The common idenfication of these fishes is presence of one or two pairs of barbells. The 02 species belongs to family 
Notoptendar, 02 species belongs to Angullidae and two species belongs to Bagridae were also observed from the Dam. 
The economically important species of fishes like Labeo rohita, Catla Catla, Channa striatus, Channa Marulius and Tilapia 
mossambica were found more in dam during study period. It is due to the release of seedlings and fingerlings of these 
economically important fishes in Dam for commercial fishery practices.  

The diversity and abundance of fishes in Banshelki Dam is depends on the availability of food and health of ecosystem 
over long period of time. It is also due to the controlled fishing practices at the Dam. Sakhare (2001) reported the 23 
species of fishes belonging to 7 orders at Jawalgaon reservoir, Dist. Solapur (M.S.) The order Cypriniformes was reported 
to the dominant in terms of number of species.  

Sarwade and Khillare (2010) reported the 60 species of fishes belonging to 15 families and 36 genera in Ujani Wetland 
(M.S.) Kamble and Reddi (2012) reported the 10 species of fishes belongs to 5 orders and 6 families. Kharat et.al (2012) 
had recorded 5 species belongs to 14 families and 35 genera during study period on Krishna River at Wai (M.S.) 
Jayabhaye and Lahane (2015) observed 21 species of fishes belongings to 6 families and 13 genera in Pimpaldari tank, 
Hingoli (M.S.) 

 

Figure 1 Icthyofaunal Diversity  
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Table 1 Fishes observed at Banshelki Dam  

Sr.No. Order Family Name of Fish 

1 Clupleoformes Notopteridae Notopterus, N.Chitala  

2 Cypriniformes Cyprinidae Cyprinus Carpio, Catla Catla, Chela Phulo, Labeo Rohita, Ihulo Rabeo bata, 
Cirrihina mrigale, Rasbora, daniconius, puntius sarana, punius ticto, Garra 
mullya 

3 Siluriformes Siluridae Wallayo attu, ompak callichronus, ompak pabda 

4 Channiformes Chandiae Channa straitus, Channa marulius, Channa orientalis 

5 Perciformes Bagridae Mystus seengala, Mystus cavassius 

4. Conclusion 

The Banshelki Dam is good ichthyofaunal diversity Dam. It has represented by 20 of species of fishes belonging to 13 
genera and 05 families and 05 orders. 

The diversity and abundance of fishes in Banshelki Dam represents the suitable water for aquaculture practices. To 
maintain the richness of aquatic ecosystem continuous monitoring of Dam is needed. 
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