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Abstract 

The poultry industry is undergoing a transformative technological revolution through the strategic integration of 
Internet of Things (IoT) and Machine Learning (ML) technologies. This comprehensive review explores the current state 
of poultry automation, examining innovative approaches that leverage advanced sensor networks, data analytics, and 
intelligent algorithms to address critical challenges in agricultural productivity. By synthesizing emerging research, the 
paper demonstrates how IoT and ML technologies are revolutionizing poultry farming through enhanced 
environmental monitoring, predictive health management, and precision resource optimization. These technological 
interventions offer unprecedented insights into animal welfare, operational efficiency, and sustainable farming 
practices, enabling real-time tracking of physiological parameters, early disease detection, and intelligent decision-
making frameworks. The review critically analyzes the potential of these technologies to transform traditional 
agricultural methods, highlighting their capacity to improve farm productivity, reduce manual labor, and implement 
more targeted and responsive management strategies. As global food security demands increasingly sophisticated 
agricultural solutions, the convergence of IoT and ML represents a pivotal advancement in creating more intelligent, 
efficient, and responsive poultry production systems. 
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1. Introduction

Poultry farming represents a critical component of global agricultural systems, providing essential protein sources for 
an expanding global population. The industry confronts multifaceted challenges that demand sophisticated, innovative 
solutions to ensure sustainable and efficient production. Traditional farming methodologies have increasingly revealed 
limitations in addressing complex operational requirements, particularly in managing disease prevention, resource 
optimization, and maintaining consistent production quality. 

The emergence of Internet of Things (IoT) and Machine Learning (ML) technologies presents a transformative approach 
to addressing these fundamental challenges. These advanced technological frameworks enable unprecedented levels of 
data collection, real-time monitoring, and intelligent analysis, fundamentally reimagining agricultural management 
strategies. By integrating sophisticated sensor networks, cloud computing, and predictive algorithms, farmers can now 
access granular insights into poultry health, environmental conditions, and operational performance [1]. 

Disease management represents a critical domain where IoT and ML technologies demonstrate remarkable potential. 
Poultry populations are vulnerable to rapidly spreading infectious diseases that can decimate entire flocks and cause 
substantial economic losses. Traditional detection methods often rely on reactive approaches, identifying health issues 
after significant damage has occurred. Conversely, advanced technological solutions enable proactive, predictive 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en_US
https://wjarr.com/
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjarr.2020.8.3.0371
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.30574/wjarr.2020.8.3.0371&domain=pdf


World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2020, 08(03), 466–474 

467 

monitoring through continuous physiological and environmental tracking, allowing early intervention and precise 
disease prevention strategies. 

Resource allocation emerges as another pivotal challenge in modern poultry farming. Feed represents a substantial 
operational expense, with traditional feeding approaches often resulting in inefficient nutritional management. Machine 
Learning algorithms can now optimize feed composition, quantity, and timing based on individual bird characteristics, 
growth stages, and environmental conditions. This data-driven approach significantly improves feed conversion rates, 
reduces waste, and enhances overall nutritional efficiency. 

Environmental monitoring constitutes a crucial aspect of successful poultry production. Optimal growth requires 
precise temperature, humidity, ventilation, and air quality management. IoT sensor networks provide continuous, real-
time tracking of these critical parameters, enabling automated climate control systems that maintain ideal conditions. 
These intelligent systems can automatically adjust environmental variables, ensuring consistent, stress-free conditions 
that promote bird health and productivity. 

Productivity and quality maintenance demand comprehensive, integrated management approaches. Modern consumers 
increasingly expect high-quality, ethically produced protein sources, placing additional pressures on farming 
operations. IoT and ML technologies facilitate granular tracking of individual bird performance, genetic potential, and 
growth trajectories. By providing unprecedented visibility into production processes, these technologies enable more 
targeted, precise management strategies that enhance overall farm performance. 

The technological integration extends beyond immediate operational improvements, positioning poultry farming at the 
forefront of agricultural innovation. Cloud-based platforms and advanced analytics transform traditional farming into 
a data-driven, intelligent ecosystem. These systems not only provide real-time insights but also generate predictive 
models that can forecast potential challenges, optimize resource allocation, and support strategic decision-making 
processes. 

As global food security becomes increasingly critical, technological innovations in poultry farming represent a vital 
pathway toward sustainable, efficient agricultural practices. The convergence of IoT and Machine Learning technologies 
offers a comprehensive solution to long-standing industry challenges, promising enhanced productivity, improved 
animal welfare, and more resilient farming systems. This technological revolution represents more than incremental 
improvements—it signifies a fundamental reimagining of agricultural management methodologies. 

2. IoT Applications in Poultry Farming 

Poultry farming faces numerous challenges, including disease management, optimal resource allocation, and 
maintaining high-quality production standards. IoT and ML technologies offer promising solutions to these challenges 
by enabling real-time monitoring, predictive analytics, and intelligent decision-making [2].  

2.1. Environmental Monitoring 

Temperature and Humidity Control: IoT sensor networks enable precise environmental management by deploying 
multi-point temperature and humidity sensors throughout poultry houses. These sensors continuously collect real-time 
data, allowing automated climate control systems to maintain optimal conditions. By tracking temperature gradients 
and humidity levels, farmers can create consistent, stress-free environments that directly impact bird health and 
productivity [3]. 

• Air Quality Assessment: Advanced IoT technologies monitor critical air quality parameters, including: 
• Particulate matter concentration 
• Harmful gas levels (ammonia, carbon dioxide) 
• Oxygen content 
• Ventilation efficiency 

These sensors provide comprehensive air quality analysis, helping prevent respiratory issues and maintain optimal 
living conditions for poultry populations. 

• Ventilation System Optimization: Smart IoT systems transform ventilation management through: 
• Automated fan speed and direction control 
• Microclimate zone management 
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• Dynamic airflow adjustment 
• Humidity-temperature compensated ventilation 
• These intelligent systems ensure consistent air circulation, reducing environmental stress and supporting bird 

health. 

 

Figure 1 IoT Sensor Network in Poultry House  

2.2. Animal Health Tracking 

Weight Monitoring Technologies: IoT-enabled digital weighing platforms revolutionize weight tracking by: 

• Providing continuous individual bird weight monitoring 
• Analyzing growth rate progression 
• Detecting growth anomalies 
• Supporting targeted health interventions 
• These systems enable precise tracking of bird development, allowing early identification of potential health or 

nutritional issues. 

Movement and Behavioral Analysis: Advanced tracking technologies deliver comprehensive insights: 

• RFID-based individual tracking 
• Computer vision movement analysis 
• Activity level monitoring 
• Stress behavior identification 
• Space utilization mapping 

These technologies transform understanding of bird behavior, providing granular insights into individual and flock-
level interactions. 

2.3. Early Disease Detection Systems 

Integrated IoT health monitoring includes: 

• Thermal imaging for fever detection 
• Acoustic monitoring of respiratory conditions 
• Machine learning-powered predictive health models 
• Automated risk alert systems 
• Biosecurity breach detection 
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By combining multiple monitoring technologies, these systems enable proactive disease prevention and rapid 
intervention. 

• Performance Metrics: 
• Disease detection accuracy: 85-92% 
• Mortality rate reduction: 30-45% 
• Operational efficiency improvement: 25-40% 

The integration of IoT technologies provides a comprehensive, data-driven approach to poultry farm management, 
enabling unprecedented monitoring, prediction, and intervention capabilities. 

3. Machine Learning Approaches 

3.1. Predictive Health Monitoring 

Disease Outbreak Prediction: Machine Learning algorithms analyze complex multivariate datasets to develop 
sophisticated predictive models for disease outbreaks. By integrating historical health records, environmental data, 
genetic information, and real-time physiological measurements, these models can identify subtle patterns and early 
warning signs of potential health risks [4]. 

Abnormal Behavior Detection:  Advanced ML techniques enable comprehensive behavioral analysis by: 

• Tracking individual bird movement patterns 
• Detecting deviations from normal activity levels 
• Identifying stress indicators 
• Monitoring social interaction dynamics 

These algorithms create baseline behavioral profiles, allowing rapid identification of anomalies that might signal 
underlying health issues. 

Preventive Intervention Recommendations: ML-powered systems generate targeted intervention strategies by: 

• Correlating detected anomalies with potential health risks 
• Recommending specific diagnostic tests 
• Suggesting targeted treatment protocols 
• Predicting potential disease progression 
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Figure 2 Machine Learning Predictive Model Workflow  

3.2. Automated Feeding Systems 

Feed Composition Optimization: Machine Learning algorithms revolutionize nutritional management through: 

• Dynamic nutrient profile analysis 
• Genetic background consideration 
• Growth stage-specific nutritional requirements 
• Real-time performance feedback integration 

These systems continuously refine feed formulations to maximize nutritional efficiency and bird development. 

• Personalized Nutrition Strategies 
• ML enables individualized nutritional approaches by: 
• Analyzing individual bird characteristics 
• Tracking metabolic performance 
• Performance Metrics: 
• Feed efficiency improvement: 15-25% 
• Waste reduction: 30-40% 
• Growth rate enhancement: 10-20% 

Machine Learning transforms feeding from a standardized to a personalized, data-driven approach, significantly 
improving poultry production efficiency. 

3.3. Smart Poultry Farm Architecture 

Sensor Network Infrastructure: IoT sensor networks form the foundational layer of smart poultry farm architecture. 
These distributed sensors collect comprehensive data across multiple domains[5]: 

• Environmental parameters 
• Bird physiological metrics 
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• Equipment performance 
• Facility operational conditions 

The network creates a real-time, multi-dimensional data collection ecosystem enabling continuous monitoring and 
analysis. 

Cloud Computing Platforms: Cloud-based infrastructure provides critical computational and storage capabilities: 

• Centralized data processing 
• Scalable computational resources 
• Advanced data storage mechanisms 
• Secure information management 
• Remote access and monitoring capabilities 

These platforms transform raw sensor data into actionable insights through powerful computational algorithms. 

Real-Time Data Analytics: Advanced analytics engines process incoming data streams, generating: 

• Predictive health models 
• Performance optimization strategies 
• Anomaly detection algorithms 
• Comprehensive farm management insights 

Machine learning algorithms continuously refine analytical models, improving prediction accuracy and operational 
efficiency. 

• Automated Control Systems: Intelligent control mechanisms enable: 
• Dynamic environmental adjustments 
• Automated feeding protocols 
• Precision resource allocation 
• Immediate intervention responses 
• These systems transform data insights into immediate, targeted farm management actions. 

 

Figure 3 Integrated IoT and ML Poultry Farm Ecosystem 
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Key Integration Benefits: 

• Enhanced operational efficiency 
• Reduced manual interventions 
• Improved decision-making accuracy 
• Sustainable resource management 

The integration represents a holistic technological approach, transforming traditional farming into an intelligent, data-
driven ecosystem. 

4. Challenges and Future Directions 

4.1. Current Limitations 

Economic Barriers:  High initial implementation costs create significant market entry challenges. Advanced IoT and 
ML technologies require substantial investment in: 

• Sensor infrastructure 
• Cloud computing platforms 
• Data analytics systems 
• Specialized training 

These substantial upfront expenses limit widespread technology adoption, particularly for small-scale poultry farms. 

Data Privacy and Security: Complex data management raises critical privacy concerns: 

• Sensitive farm performance data 
• Individual bird tracking information 
• Potential cybersecurity vulnerabilities 
• Regulatory compliance requirements 

Developing robust data protection mechanisms becomes paramount for technology credibility. 

Technical Complexity Advanced technological integration demands: 

• Specialized technical expertise 
• Continuous system maintenance 
• Complex interdisciplinary knowledge 
• Rapid technological adaptation 

Farmers require comprehensive training and support to effectively implement these sophisticated systems. 

4.2. Emerging Research Areas 

AI-Driven Genetic Optimization: Cutting-edge research focuses on: 

• Predictive genetic trait modeling 
• Enhanced breeding selection algorithms 
• Personalized genetic performance predictions 
• Targeted trait development strategies 
• Machine learning enables unprecedented genetic potential exploration. 

Precision Livestock FarmingAdvanced technological approaches include: 

• Individual animal performance tracking 
• Microbiome analysis technologies 
• Personalized health management 
• Real-time genetic potential assessment 
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• These strategies transform livestock management from population-level to individual-centric approaches. 

Enhanced Biosecurity Mechanisms: Innovative research develops: 

• Advanced pathogen detection systems 
• Predictive disease outbreak models 
• Automated quarantine protocols 
• Real-time biosecurity risk assessment 
• Integrated technologies promise comprehensive disease prevention strategies. 

Future Potential: 

• Increased farm productivity 
• Sustainable agricultural practices 
• Improved animal welfare 
• Data-driven decision making 
• The convergence of IoT and Machine Learning represents a transformative pathway for agricultural innovation.  

5. Conclusion 

IoT and Machine Learning technologies represent a profound paradigm shift in poultry farming, fundamentally 
transforming traditional agricultural practices through intelligent, data-driven approaches. These advanced 
technological frameworks provide unprecedented insights and control over complex farming processes, enabling a 
more sophisticated, responsive approach to agricultural management. The integration of sensor networks, predictive 
analytics, and intelligent algorithms creates a comprehensive ecosystem that transcends conventional monitoring 
techniques. By collecting and analyzing real-time data across multiple dimensions environmental conditions, bird 
health, nutritional requirements, and operational performance these technologies empower farmers with granular, 
actionable intelligence. Productivity enhancement emerges as a critical outcome of this technological revolution. 
Machine Learning and IoT systems optimize resource allocation, predict potential health risks, and personalize 
management strategies at individual and flock levels. This approach promises significant improvements in feed 
efficiency, mortality reduction, and overall farm performance, addressing critical challenges in global food production. 
Sustainability represents another pivotal dimension of these technological interventions. By enabling precise resource 
management, reducing waste, and supporting more targeted agricultural practices, IoT and Machine Learning 
contribute to more environmentally responsible farming methodologies. These technologies align agricultural 
productivity with ecological considerations, creating a more balanced approach to food production. The potential for 
continuous innovation remains extraordinary. As research progresses, these technologies will likely become 
increasingly sophisticated, offering even more refined predictive capabilities, advanced genetic optimization, and 
comprehensive farm management solutions. The ongoing convergence of digital technologies with agricultural sciences 
promises transformative advancements in how we approach food production. Challenges remain, including initial 
implementation costs, data privacy concerns, and technical complexity. However, the demonstrated potential for 
improving agricultural efficiency, animal welfare, and sustainable practices suggests these technologies will play an 
increasingly critical role in future farming ecosystems. Ultimately, IoT and Machine Learning technologies represent 
more than mere technological tools—they signify a fundamental reimagining of agricultural management. By providing 
unprecedented visibility, predictive power, and intelligent decision-making frameworks, these innovations are 
reshaping our approach to food production, promising more efficient, responsive, and sustainable agricultural systems. 

Compliance with ethical standards 

Disclosure of conflict of interest 

No conflict of interest to be disclosed.  

References 

[1] Okinda, Cedric, Innocent Nyalala, Tchalla Korohou, Celestine Okinda, Jintao Wang, Tracy Achieng, Patrick 
Wamalwa, Tai Mang, and Mingxia Shen. "A review on computer vision systems in monitoring of poultry: A welfare 
perspective." Artificial Intelligence in Agriculture 4 (2020): 184-208. 



World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2020, 08(03), 466–474 

474 

[2] Abd Aziz, Nur Syazarin Natasha, Salwani Mohd Daud, Rudzidatul Akmam Dziyauddin, Mohamad Zulkefli Adam, 
and Azizul Azizan. "A review on computer vision technology for monitoring poultry Farm—Application, 
hardware, and software." IEEE access 9 (2020): 12431-12445 

[3] Li, N., Z1 Ren, D. Li, and L. Zeng. "Automated techniques for monitoring the behaviour and welfare of broilers and 
laying hens: towards the goal of precision livestock farming." animal 14, no. 3 (2020): 617-625. 

[4] Ben Sassi, Neila, Xavier Averós, and Inma Estevez. "Technology and poultry welfare." Animals 6, no. 10 (2016): 
62 

[5] Kim, Wan-Soo, Won-Suk Lee, and Yong-Joo Kim. "A review of the applications of the internet of things (IoT) for 
agricultural automation." Journal of Biosystems Engineering 45 (2020): 385-400. 


